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Petition to Restore 
Public Access to Lions 
Pool and Demand Fiscal 
Transparency in 
Municipal Subsidy 
Allocations
We, the undersigned 
residents and taxpayers 
of the City of 
Woodstock, demand: (1) 
the immediate reversal 
of the closure of Lions 
Pool and the restoration 
of full aquatic 
programming at that site 
for the 2025 season; (2) 
that no further municipal 
tax funds be allocated to 
non-essential capital 
projects, external 
consulting contracts, or 
private recreational 
developments until 
publicly-operated 
recreational 
infrastructure—
especially in low-income 
and working-class 
neighborhoods—is fully 
funded and accessible; 
and (3) that the City 
publish a full breakdown 
of all municipal 
subsidies, grants, and 
tax expenditures by 
zoning class (residential, 
commercial, industrial) 
for the past five fiscal 
years, including all 
public-private 
partnership agreements.

NOTICE: This is a public 
document. All 
information submitted 
will be included in the 
City Council meeting 
agenda and made 
available at the City 
Clerk’s Office for public 
inspection.
Principal Petitioner: 
David Pember, 

Timestamp Untitled Question Have you or your family been affected by the pool closures or lack of recreation access? Share your story below. Name (optional) Email (optional) Postal Code (optional) 

3/26/2025 13:43:18 Reopen the YMCA pool for public, year-round access. No Al Harrington 

3/26/2025 13:44:16 Would like a hydrotherapy pool here I drive to Brantford to use the hydrotherapy pool Nancy Keeping

3/26/2025 13:47:45 Reopen Lions Pool and restore outdoor swimming options. We live less than a block away from Lions pool so the easy access we used to enjoy is gone.

3/26/2025 13:53:44 Reopen Lions Pool for summers and YMCA pool for year round swimming. Yes - Lack of swimming lessons in the city. YMCA pool would be a great asset to the community. 

3/26/2025 14:10:23 Reopen Lions Pool and restore outdoor swimming options.

3/26/2025 14:26:10 End corporate handouts until public services are restored. the short hours of the ymca, no pool and no extra activities but still paying the same price for a membership? no outdoor pool next to my house anymore to meet friends on days off. still 6 thousand potholes all over town Hayden

3/26/2025 14:48:02 Reopen Lions Pool and restore outdoor swimming options. Yes we recently moved to North Woodstock and were very disappointed to hear about Lion’s Pool. There is nowhere to cool off in the hot 30 degree summers !!! Dylan Powell

3/26/2025 14:52:20 Reopen Lions Pool and restore outdoor swimming options. Yes - as a small family I would love to teach my daughter swimming in an outdoor environment, we can’t always get to southside and when we do it is a very loud and crowded place. Krista Arn

3/26/2025 15:26:24 New pool Yes - current pool is dirty and disgusting 

3/26/2025 15:26:53 Reopen the YMCA pool for public, year-round access.

3/26/2025 15:48:12 Reopen Lions Pool and restore outdoor swimming options. I used Lions Pool every afternoon in the summer.  Helped with my arthritis. Brenda

3/26/2025 15:48:23 Reopen Lions Pool and restore outdoor swimming options. I used Lions Pool every afternoon in the summer.  Helped with my arthritis. Brenda

3/26/2025 16:21:39 Reopen Lions Pool and restore outdoor swimming options.
My kids are not able to participate in the swim team meets as other centers will not allow indoor pool users to join. 

Also there used to be family swim sessions in the summer which allowed for progression during those months 
Christy cook

3/26/2025 16:33:20 End corporate handouts until public services are restored. The swim times at Southside do not work with my schedule. Since that is the only game in town, I either have to travel to another city or not swim. Guess what, most of the time its not swim which sucks. I am a 51 year old woman and I need to exercise for my health, but with terrible knees, there is not much else I can do. Once can only go for so many walks! Jennifer Adolph 

3/26/2025 16:40:51 All of them, would not let me select all Yes Jinnie Zemaitis

3/26/2025 17:30:33 Reopen Lions Pool and restore outdoor swimming options. Debra Stinson

3/26/2025 18:51:24 Reopen Lions Pool and restore outdoor swimming options. We are often in London or Brantford for summer rec programs. It’s expensive and a tiring drive but it’s good for my kids, so I do it. I wish there was more to do when the ice skating ends. Sarah

3/26/2025 18:52:34 Reopen the YMCA pool for public, year-round access. We stopped going to the Y because one of the biggest benefits to the membership was year round swimming. Sarah

3/26/2025 23:42:32 End corporate handouts until public services are restored. Yes. David

3/26/2025 23:55:59 Reopen the YMCA pool for public, year-round access. My disabled son has to go to Ingersoll to enjoy a swim …it’s wrong! Diana Alves

3/27/2025 5:46:40 Reopen Lions Pool and restore outdoor swimming options. Yes

3/27/2025 5:47:07 What do you support? (Select all that apply) Yes

3/27/2025 6:02:09 Reopen the YMCA pool for public, year-round access.

3/27/2025 6:34:12 What do you support? (Select all that apply)

3/27/2025 6:41:22 All of the above Had to cancel membership and go to pools in surrounding communities, which means less swimming time.

3/27/2025 7:33:24 Reopen the YMCA pool for public, year-round access. I was doing really well with aquafit classes at the ymca. I was feeling better and was able to move more. It was also having an amazing effect on my mental health. I had something to look forward to and get me motivated everyday. I was showered and happy to be leaving the house. It really makes a difference. Miranda Wood 

3/27/2025 7:37:51 Repair and expand splash pads across all wards. Stephanie

3/27/2025 7:43:58 Reopen Lions Pool and restore outdoor swimming options.

3/27/2025 8:20:43 Reopen Lions Pool and restore outdoor swimming options.

3/27/2025 8:24:59 Reopen Lions Pool and restore outdoor swimming options. Select all that apply? You can only select 1!,,,,, Jim O’Leary

3/27/2025 9:12:46 Reopen Lions Pool and restore outdoor swimming options. yes Marianne Ruffin

3/27/2025 9:39:03 I support all options. I was unable to select them all. Yes Danielle

3/27/2025 10:28:26 End corporate handouts until public services are restored.

3/27/2025 10:56:16 this question is only allowing one option to be selected. I agree with all except the last one. I think the council has to be smart and use public-private partnership to get more services done in the community - ie. make them part of the requirements. yes. It seems like they're making Woodstock a city where you just work and sleep, but if you want to have fun you have to get out of here.

3/27/2025 11:16:04 Reopen the YMCA pool for public, year-round access. Paul bessette

3/27/2025 11:32:00 Reopen Lions Pool and restore outdoor swimming options. Yes... my grandson has no place for his swimming lessons that he was doing at the ymca Stacey

3/27/2025 12:00:10 Reopen Lions Pool and restore outdoor swimming options. Yes! 

3/27/2025 13:33:07 Reopen lions pool and the ymca, repair and expand the splash pads as well as making pittock lake safe Yes it is hard to access swimming lessons without going outside of woodstock and having no where for public swimming that is over capacity in no time. Frances Rutter 

3/27/2025 13:53:25 End corporate handouts until public services are restored. Yes we just moved here and we need it for physio and exercise as we're disabled and this is the best way for us to get exercise Daniel

3/27/2025 15:50:13 End corporate handouts until public services are restored. Susan Johnstone 

3/27/2025 17:44:10 all of the above facilities should be re-opened Lions pool has never to my knowledge ever had a tragic incident. Located directly next to a fire hall where numourous first responders are on duty is easily a perfect location for an aquatic facility. Duhhh Kevin Gabris

3/27/2025 17:51:52  Build a pool with new site for rinks 

3/27/2025 17:59:36 Make Pittock Lake safe, supervised, and free for swimming. A city the size of Woodstock needs a functioning outdoor pool. The Cowan Fields development being put on hold indefinitely is not acceptable. Jim Lamarche

3/27/2025 18:39:35 Repair and expand splash pads across all wards.

3/27/2025 20:45:03 All of the above Not necessarily as I do not have children. However, I am all for what you are doing. Note that access to recreation is actually a human right ;). Which would be a good arguement to make at city hall. Meghan Clark

3/27/2025 23:11:30 Make Pittock Lake safe, supervised, and free for swimming. I went to check out the Ymca and they said the pools not running. How disappointing. I work in retail and a customer said it's ridiculous not to have it. I've never heard of a YMCA without a working pool, I think it's just an excuse since covid. Lisa Zettler 

3/27/2025 23:30:40 Repair and expand splash pads across all wards. Yes...limited recreation activities Doe growing families 

3/28/2025 2:42:55 Reopen Lions Pool and restore outdoor swimming options. It is very difficult to register for lessons and other pool programs since we only have one pool in Woodstock. 

3/28/2025 6:43:52 Reopen Lions Pool and restore outdoor swimming options. Yes. Left with only one option and it’s inside which in my opinion isn’t as healthy as outside.. why can I only chose 1 to support? BITH pools should reopen and slash pads fixed. Woodstock is growing we need more not less Kristen Jorgensen 

3/28/2025 7:53:16 Reopen Lions Pool and restore outdoor swimming options. Yes. It’s pathetic that the city has invested so much money to redo museum square for drugs and squatters to take over when there’s no where for hard working tax payers to take their families to swim and enjoy the city. Tiffany 

3/28/2025 10:36:33 All ofthem get s grip council Children in our community need these rec choices I  raised 5 children here  every child needs to swim  to save their own lives
This is a necessity not frill Betty guthrie

3/28/2025 19:42:06 What do you support? (Select all that apply)

3/28/2025 19:42:48 Reopen Lions Pool and restore outdoor swimming options.

3/28/2025 19:43:40 Make Pittock Lake safe, supervised, and free for swimming.

3/28/2025 19:51:46 Reopen Lions Pool and restore outdoor swimming options. Yes

3/28/2025 20:03:32 Repair and expand splash pads across all wards.

3/28/2025 20:38:50 Reopen Lions Pool and restore outdoor swimming options. no -but I learned to swim at the lions pool when I was a kid and I am now 82 and would like to see the kids of Woodstock have some place to go in the summer to swim. Vivian McMullen

3/28/2025 20:54:08 Repair and expand splash pads across all wards. Somewhat. Would like to take my grandson swimming in a smaller group setting as that is what lions would provide Barbara

3/28/2025 21:20:04 Reopen the YMCA pool for public, year-round access.

3/28/2025 21:21:52 All of the above! Sean Dunbar 

3/28/2025 22:05:32 Reopen the YMCA pool for public, year-round access. owdy older kids during his lesson because there is no other option in town. I'm very sad to think that I moved to Woodstock from a town of less than 30,000 where we had two outdoor pools with robust swimming availability for adults and kids, summer camps, etc., and now here I can barely get my son into a pool at all.My husband wanted to start swimming again after we moved here, but there were no options that fit his schedule because there was only one available pool, and the only open swim times are while he's working. We have to drive across town to get to the only pool available to give our infant son swim lessons, and the pool is incredibly crowded with lots

3/28/2025 23:23:06 Reopen the YMCA pool for public, year-round access. Kids are missing out Sarah

3/29/2025 1:15:46 Make Pittock Lake safe, supervised, and free for swimming. Yes

3/29/2025 3:12:50 Reopen the YMCA pool for public, year-round access. Yes. Live with arthritis and can't participate in aqua classes atva reasonable time. Plus YMCA had amazing aquatic exercise programs and a schedule better suited for all different lifestyles. Also open Lion's Pool for outdoor swimming (for the kids, family, and folks who don't have air conditioning that need to safely cool their body temperature & get relief), and/or build a new swimming facility at Cowan Park community building. Swimming is an important exercise for recovery, seniors, disabled, and folks who live with chronic disease or pain. This is NECESSARY for quality of life for MANY citizens. Yvonne

3/29/2025 5:28:41 Reopen Lions Pool and restore outdoor swimming options.

3/29/2025 5:29:14 Repair and expand splash pads across all wards.

3/29/2025 7:38:10 Reopen Lions Pool and restore outdoor swimming options. In that taking care of how our young people are engaged in activities yes I am affected. Kids with positive experiences are less likely to fall into bad situations, even those from challenging home situations. We have a lot of drug use in this city. Thomas Wade

3/29/2025 7:43:31 Reopen Lions Pool and restore outdoor swimming options. Yes! We have to leave town to go swimming 

3/29/2025 7:49:03 Reopen the YMCA pool for public, year-round access. Yes there are limited options for swimming lessons and public/family swims Jenna

3/29/2025 7:50:10 Reopen Lions Pool and restore outdoor swimming options. An outdoor option in the summer is so nice to have!! Plus giving another option with only having one right now Jenna 

3/29/2025 9:18:56 What do you support? (Select all that apply) We don’t just need pools we also need gold courses, It was shameful that Creekside wasn’t taken over by the community and made into a community golf course. We need more places for family activities pools, golf courses, tennis courts, pickle ball courts, places for family’s

3/29/2025 9:24:39 Reopen the YMCA pool for public, year-round access. Finding out local splash pads have been inoperable for years is disheartening and the limited access to swimming facilities Amanda Coutch 

3/29/2025 9:57:53 Reopen the YMCA pool for public, year-round access. Yes, we drive out of town

3/29/2025 10:53:45 Make Pittock Lake safe, supervised, and free for swimming. Yee

3/29/2025 11:41:40 End corporate handouts until public services are restored. Children have no where to learn to swim

3/29/2025 12:58:25 End corporate handouts until public services are restored. Yes Robert martin

3/29/2025 12:59:24 Make Pittock Lake safe, supervised, and free for swimming. New to Woodstock. Surprised by the lack of public swimming options 

3/29/2025 19:13:11 Repair and expand splash pads across all wards.

3/29/2025 21:47:42 I support them all but it wont let you select all of them o only want splash pads which is fine for Littles but we need our pools back and they are definitely not listening or caring!!Yes.  I was a volunteer for 6 years at the Y until January 2025.  Self explanatiry on how the pool closure affected the business there and for good reason.  I have two children and one has not had swimming lessons because I have to drive out of town and always seem to register too late but not many options and a lot of kids who need them!!  This city seems t Ama

3/30/2025 8:32:59 Reopen Lions Pool and restore outdoor swimming options.

3/30/2025 9:58:58 Reopen Lions Pool and restore outdoor swimming options. We haven’t had a chance to use this pool, it would be great to access it 

3/30/2025 10:52:02 ALL OF THE ABOVE Yes. All of my brother in-laws are younger than myself and my partner and they have nowhere to go in mainly the summer, they’re board and my worry is that since they’re getting older, they’ll just spend the summer in the house. The pools need to be reopened for kids at least. 

3/30/2025 12:15:05 Reopen Lions Pool and restore outdoor swimming options.

3/30/2025 12:47:27 What do you support? (Select all that apply)

3/30/2025 14:20:24 Make Pittock Lake safe, supervised, and free for swimming. Yes, there used to be much to do in Woodstock, but most recreational locations are shut down Jackson

3/30/2025 19:59:57 Reopen Lions Pool and restore outdoor swimming options.

3/31/2025 8:43:19 Reopen Lions Pool and restore outdoor swimming options. I personally haven't but grandkids have. They need somewhere to swim & get some exercise instead of just roaming the streets. What is there for kids to do here after hockey season ? One more social activity would keep them active & off the phones & streets. J. Sheldon 

Note: This petition 
arises out of growing 
public concern 
regarding municipal 
spending priorities, 
transparency, and the 
degradation of public 
services. We urge City 
Council to prioritize 
basic human needs—
recreation, health, and 
access—before 
committing millions to 
beautification or 
bureaucratic 
expansion. We submit 
this with the full 
understanding that 
elected officials have a 
duty to respond not 
merely to technical 
process, but to the will 
of the people.




